Acute unilateral pulmonary nonventilation due to mucous plugs.
Acute bronchial obstruction by mucous plugs may be manifested clinically by dyspnea, hypoxemia, and respiratory alkalosis mimicking pulmonary thromboembolism. In eight cases with complete interruption of ventilation to an entire lung, chest radiography failed to reveal the extent of the obstruction. Perfusion was substantially less affected than ventilation. Routine ventilation-perfusion scintigraphy with technetium-99m DTPA aerosol aids in the diagnosis of acute major bronchial obstruction in patients with suspected pulmonary thromboembolism.